My unforgettable
&l Aussie Experience
1,Homestay

At first, | was worried about life in Australia beca
| had heard that it is very different from Japan.
For example, people don’t soak in a bathtuband
take short showers, and | had heard that the food
is not very good.However, through my experience
in Australia, | learned more about the importance of ‘ :
saving water. | thought | was already being careful about savmg water in
Japan.

In addition, my host mother is Filipino and loved Japan very much, so
she cooked delicious meals that suited our tastes. | felt very happy.

2,5chool Wlth my buddy

My buddy was very friendly, and we quickly
became good friends. | was also able to talk
Mactively with many of my buddy’s friends. They
glrcally liked Japan and asked me many
questions about it, but | was often unable to
answer them.

In today’s globalized world, | realized that it is
important not only to learn about other
countries but also to learn more about Japan’s
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3 Through IGPculture and characteristics.

| learned a lot of things.For example,Australian slang,
foods,animals,and the kindness of Australians.| also learned
the importance of actively communicating.| would like to use
this experience in my future and continue learning about
other cultures.Also,l would like to visit Australia, my second
home, again someday!
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The interactions at the local school were especially memorable. | talked withe
Austrian students about our cultures, learned about the memes popular there, and
taught them some Japanese words in return. when | showed them how to make
origami, they were more excited than | expected, and we enjoyed showing each other
our finished pieces. Even without perfect language skills, sharing curiosity and having
fun together helped us connect naturally.

| also discovered many surprising things in daily life. At the zoo, | was amazed that we
could feed and touch kangaroos up close-an experience that would be rare in Japan. In
the city, | noticed that there were many bubble tea shops, and the chocolate sold there
was much sweeter than what | was used to. | was also surprised by the traffic system:
instead of many traffic lights, there were roundabouts where cars drive around a circular
area to change direction. Seeing these differences made me realize how much everday
life can vary from country to country.
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©ATt Lone Pine Koala Sanctuar

My first visit to Australia was to see animals like koalas and kangaroos.In here, |
was able to see animals that can only be found in Australia up close. | also had
the opportunity to see and learn about Australia's ecosystem_fi_rsthand.lt was_f n

. . . Rt 8 R
and educational to see so many animals in AU. = 3y '&-‘"’"é"c

©Homestay

My host family is two people. However, they had a large yard with
chickens, ducks, goat, sheep, and two big dogs.On the evening of the first
day, the family took me to a beautiful beach to walk their dog. It was a
very exciting experience something | couldn't experience in Japan.Going
to church together, having a meal with everyone, and talking in English
about Japanese culture and history with my family's friends was a great
experience.

©OLife of school in AU

In Australian schools, | was paired with a student as a buddy and listened to lessons
together. | realized that the teaching structure and grade levels were completely
different from those in Japanese schools.There were lots of people there, and |
learned a lot about Australia. It was a great experience.
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My experience in Austalia vuma chiba

| was really inspired by the fact that every voice | heard
and every word | saw was in English.

Differences from Japan

-Weather
There were frequent sun showers, but most of them
stopped quickly.

- Topography
There are a lot of elevation changes, and the people
who live there said it feels like a roller coaster.

Homestay

On my first day of the homestay, | ran into a
problem because | couldn’t use a hair dryer.
Feeling bad about it, | asked my host mother for
help, and she kindly lent me a hair dryer. |
learned that it's important to just speak up about
anything, no matter what.

On-site classes

There were many subjects that aren’t taught in Japan.

My buddy took classes in religion, math, psychology, food and nutrition,
hospitality, English, and P.C.

| really enjoyed biting into an apple for the first time during morning tea

before lunch. [ BaIsy Hil
wH0ala Centre
R _

Through this experience, I've developed a dream to study
English even more and go on a long-term study abroad
program once | start college.

To make that happen, | plan to keep studying hard and
take on new challenges.
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